Mrs. Eaves

a seductive typeface designed by {uzana Licko
book designed by Peter Roach



John Baskerville 1757

I he story of Mrs. Eaves dates back to

the 1700’s and begins within the mind of
typographer, John Baskerville.
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black- Mrs. Eaves
grey- Baskerville



Sarah .
Eaves subsequently

“itWeTE, - his
. mistress.
Baskerville’s

house-maid.



Mrs. Eaves, as well as the
rest of Zuzana’s typefaces are
distributed through her digital
type foundy, Emigre.

As a typeface designer in a

digital age, Licko undertook the
challenge to create a traditional

typeface based off the work of

John Baskerville.

Using Baskerville as a
starting point, Zuzana
reduced the x-height while
keeping the width. With this

, she reduced contrast while

retaining the overall openness

of Baskerville.



Mrs. Eaves keeps most
defining characteristics
such as the swooping tail
of the Q, although Licko’s
rendition has larger
variation and smoother

transition.

Baskerville

Mrs. Eaves

Mprs. Eaves italic

Mrs. Eaves

S

Baskerville

...Same with the lower case g.

Mrs. Eaves italic



Mrs. Eaves shows up in
many logos, book covers,
restaurant menus, and

headlines. Asillustrated
above, Radiohead
used the Mrs. Eaves
typeface for the
title of their
album, Hail
to the Thief.

Shown to the
right are 2
specimens

of Mrs.
Eaves used
in literary
situations;
probably the
best and most
common
situation

for using
the typeface.
It seems to
lend itself to

FABLE XX. The Sun and the Wind.

| B e AT - T T

PHOERUS and AEOLUS had once a difpute, which
of themn could soonedt prevail with a certain travel-
er Lo part wilh his cloak. Aealus began the artack,
and assaulted him with great violence. Butthe man
wrapping his eloak £till eloser about him, doubled
his efforts to keep il, and went on his way, And now
Pheebus darted his warm insinuating rays, which
melting the traveler by degrees, at length obliged
him to throw aside that cloak, which all the rage
of Aeolus could not compel him to resign. Learn
hence, said Phoecbus o the bluftering god, that
saft and gentle means will often accomplish, what force
and fury can never effedt.
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communi-
cating in the
setting of
books as long
as ample space

is permitted.
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